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Project Description 
 
Database design proposal for the University of Arkansas at Little Rock’s Office 
of the Provost academics web page. 
 
Scope of Project 
 
The project will involve the reconstruction of the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock’s listing of undergraduate and graduate degree programs on the 
academics website.   
 
Currently, the undergraduate and graduate degree programs are structured in 
an alphabetical list; which, can be useful for a quick reference of the material 
being highlighted.  However, the presentation of these degree programs could 
be seen as a source of frustration and a problematic issue for current and 
prospective students.  Due to this layout, it’s difficult for some potential 
students to navigate within this web site’s current structure when trying to 
develop a career path for themselves. Granted there is a vast amount of 
information out there to help the student better prepare themselves for their 
chosen degree; it’s just not laid out with the student in mind nor can one find 
the desired information easily or readily.   
 
We propose that the web page be redesigned with the student’s perspective 
and intention of career development in mind.  Some may argue that a 
prospective or current student should be asking themselves “what profession 
do I want to go into?” With this in mind, when one first encounters the 
homepage of UALR it is very confusing for the student to know where to start.  
Students are becoming overwhelmed and lost.  When not knowing what 
information to access, students find themselves having to sift through a large 
amount of data to find what they are looking for. This presents a missed 
opportunity for both the student and the University.  Students may miss out on 
what they need and the University could lose prospective students that have 
come to this site looking for information and when unable to readily locate it, 
simply moves on to a different institute. 
 
Note: Please see screenshot below of current UALR Academics web page. 
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(Screenshot of what is currently being used)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Project Research 
 
In our research we have found that many other Universities are doing the 
same thing. From our own perspective, we see that this can be a problem in 
that we also had issues with trying to determine what information we need and 
how we can best utilize that information. 
 
(Screenshots of MIT and Yale Universities academics pages)

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
Recommendations 
 
We need to keep the alphabetical listing of programs because there are users 
who are familiar with this interface and deleting it would simply make it harder 
for them to access data that they are familiar with and know where it is. 
However we feel that by using a searchable database of the different degrees 
that UALR offers combined with a listing of popular career paths will provide a 
more user friendly interface that will enable prospective students to make a 
more informed decision as to what degree best suits their individual needs. 
 
We recommend that on the homepage of the UALR academics website that 
there should be a box to get the student started.  By clicking on a career path 
option the user will be given a list of possible degree choices that are available 
from UALR for that particular career path. Please see the flow chart below to 
have a better idea of what we are proposing.    
 
(Example of the proposed work flow to get the student started from the homepage) 

 
 
To build a website database in Wordpress PODS one needs to have a many to 
many relationship between the Career Paths Table and alternately the 
Undergraduate Degree Programs and the Graduate Degree Programs Tables.  
Below you can see a visual representation of how the relationships between 
these tables work. 
 
The main differences between Access and Wordpress PODS is that the later is 
a .php and MySQL based database which has a distinctively different set of 
management rules governing it than does running an Access database.  
Another main difference between an Access database and a Wordpress PODS 
database is that the later enables more than one person at a time to utilize the 
database, Access only allows for one user at a time to use it. 
 
Let us be clear, the scope of this project is design of the database, not the 
actual development, that comes later with the guidance of Aaron Baker.  The 
example below only goes to show the need for the many to many relationship 
between the tables used to run and manage the Wordpress PODS database.  
 



 
 
 

(Example of the proposed database relationship between the career path, undergraduate and 
graduate degree plans tables.) 

 
 
There will be a drop down box with a listing of various career paths or choices 
that will be linked by a database of the corresponding degree programs offered 
by UALR. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
We anticipate that the client has a relatively high number of page hits on a 
daily bases.  Therefore it is worth considering creating additional custom-
designed pages for each department. Once this aspect is accomplished it will 
aid in navigation to the information that prospective and current students may 
wish to pursue.  The design and flow of the hyperlinked information should 
ensure that once the student makes it to the department’s web page that the 
help does not stop there.  We propose that the departments add a side link 
stating what each department requires of the student to get the desired 
degree and list any other specifications that the student may need to take into 
consideration.  For example when going into Psychology, it is not stated on 
their website of everything you will need to get your license in that field. 
Therefore by knowing all of the information upfront many students may choose 
a different field to go into.  
 
Another recommendation is to add a minor link.  This link would help students 
to best pick a minor that is associated or ties into their chosen degree.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, we feel that by providing this type of service, prospective 
students will be able to more easily familiarize themselves with the degree 
path that best meets their interests.  This will also benefit the University by 
potentially increasing retention rates of students by providing a more 
personalized information exchange between the academic departments and 
exploratory students who have yet to declare their major.   
 
We would like to thank you for the opportunity to work with you on this 
project.  We hope that this information will be beneficial to your efforts in 
making the Academics web page a more useful tool for everyone involved. 
 
Core team: 
Kelley Akins, Leana Henry and Scott Crump IT Minor Students  
 
Additional experts: 
Aaron Baker, Catherine Lowry, David Luneau and Thomas Wallace  


